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their feeling by insulting proverbs and songs, besides being quick with their hands when they had an opportunity for retaliation. They could not forget how their fathers had rolled the proud rider and his horse underfoot at the victorious battles of Granson, Morat, and Nancy ; and these heroic memories caused them to meet the aristocratic insults and scorn of the knights with an equal contempt. This was an unpardonable crime in the eyes of the German princes, who were convinced that the Swiss were disloyal and troublesome members, and should be taught their place. They welcomed the inevitable war as much as Maximilian disliked it, and his friend Pirkheimer, who commanded the Nuremberg troops, says that " those who were dear to the sovereign were the cause of this fighting, as they had provoked it by their injuries and exactions/' He goes on to remark that " these nobles were not so bold in resisting an army as apt at robbery and the plundering of travellers, for they were strenuous in that exaction which they had inherited from their ancestors, thinking it no small proof of nobility to live like a thief from plunder and on the misery of others/*
These Swiss had defeated the ancestors of Maximilian, and they had slain Charles of Burgundy, the father of his wife Marie. But the men of the Alpine valleys were dear to him for their splendid strength and courage ; they were the finest mercenaries in Europe, and his great desire was to enrol them under his banner to fight against the Turks and, incidentally, to carry out his revenge against France. Pirkheimer cannot praise them enough. The mountaineers indy, \\lu».'»r vviiit»\v, D«twai?«-r Ihtrhf . Mar»/arft of York, hrld th<* i u! thr font and fMvr hint n Hplnidid rup inlaid witli
